
              
  

             
                 

        

             
  

            
               

             

             
         

              
               

        

              
        

           
            

  

                
       

              
             

            
           

             
             

                
             

       

           
                

      

            
             

 



             
          

           
           

       

             
              

             
             
                 

              
   

             
           

            
               
           

              
          

              
        

             
             

             
          
             

    

                 
           

           
          
           

           
           

          

                
       

          
             

               
             
          

 



( 5) As a precondition to effective advocacy for protecting long-term needs against foreseeable
risks, the relevant interests of future generations need to be defined in an objective and
persuasive manner. Advocating for protective measures on the basis of robust, consensual
scientific evidence is a particularly effective way of justifying these measures. Ombuds
institutions are therefore encouraged to reach out to and consult with relevant experts and
scientific institutions to receive expert insights and input to inform and support their
advocacy.

(6) Ombuds institutions should strongly promote access to environmental information, public
participation and transparency in decision-making processes, especially with regard to
those affecting the long-term interests of future generations. Ombuds institutions can be
particularly important in channelling different viewpoints and narratives into legislative
and policy-making processes and making sure that the voice of the voiceless are heard.

(7) Ombuds institutions can be particularly useful in facilitating dialogues and build consensus
among various actors and stakeholders at all levels, including governmental authorities,
local authorities, civil society organizations, scientific experts, faith-based organizations
and various communities.

(8) Ombuds institutions have an important role in fostering the resilience of societies and the
legal system, making them more adaptable and responsive to rapid changes and systemic
challenges such as mitigating and adapting to adverse impacts of climate change, response
measures to pandemics or natural disasters. Ombuds institutions should enable bottom-up
processes in order to make sure that the human rights and needs of vulnerable and affected

communities are respected and adequately taken into consideration by legislative or other
policy measures.

(9) Ombuds institutions have an especially important role in mainstreaming the view that
protection by the state against adverse climate impacts is a human right of everyone under
the European Convention of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. The European
Court of Human Rights has stressed in its KlimaSeniorinnen judgment that competent
domestic authorities of Contracting Parties, be it at the legislative, executive or judicial
level, have to pay due regard to protect and realize that right. As organs of the state,
ombuds institutions themselves have such an obligation and they should also promote

discharging the positive obligations the Court mandated in the context of climate change
mitigation and adaptation on part of other competent authorities. States authorities have

an obligation to provide access to relevant climate information and provide opportunities
for affected individuals to voice their concerns about domestic climate measures. Ombuds
institutions have particularly important role ensuring compliance with such procedural

safeguards.

(10) Ombuds institutions should also promote the realization of the inter-generational burden­

sharing principle, which the European Court of Human Rights declared in
KlimaSeniorinnen as having fundamental importance in the context of the fight against
climate change. The Court found that this principle requires among others taking

immediate, substantial and progressive greenhouse gas reduction measures in order not to
impose a disproportionate burden on future generations. Ombuds institutions therefore
have an important role in ensuring that state authorities are complying with their positive
obligations. Forms of intervention may range from issuing recommendations on the human
rights aspects and requirements in designing greenhouse gas reduction measures, including
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pathways and targets, to intervening m climate related court proceedings also via 
submitting amicus curiae briefs. 

(1 l)For all these reasons, si gnatories encourage other ombuds institutions to take proactive 
steps towards giving voice to long-term interests and invite all other interested ombuds 
institutions to join this declaration. 

Budapest, 17 December 2024 

Signed by: 

Robert Dobrovodsky 
Public Defender of Rights of the 

Zoran Pasalic 
Protector of Citizens of the Republic of Serbia 

�-J 
Gyula Bandi 

Deputy Commissioner for Fundamen Rights of Hungary, Ombudsman for Future 
Generations 

Signed on 19 December 2024 by: 

JUDr. Stanislav Krecek 
Public Defender of Rights of the Czech Republic 
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