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Sustainability Governance.  
The German Case 
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Sustainability Governance.  
The German Case 

• Rule of law 

• Democracy and inclusion 

• Federal subsidiarity 

• Value creation thru industry 

 

 + Time sovereignty 

 + Transition  

 + Context: Energy and SD 

 

 

 

 



Sustainable Development  
Transition Forum 

UN OSD, April 2014 

1. No SDG without national 
enforcement and engagement  
 

2. Nat‘l Councils for SD and similar 
multi-stakeholder institutions 
 

3. Integration, vertical + horizontal 
 

4. Cross-cutting policies 
 

5. Monitoring, reporting and 
accountability 
 

6. Strengthening practitioners CoP 
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 It‘s about soft connectivity 
(integration, coordination, alignment, sharing) 

based on targets and indicators 



? Informed Debate ? 
 

The anthropocene: how do 
we cope with complexity ? 
 

How would we know what 
matters ? 

 How do we avoid lock-ins and how will 
silo policies match intertwined issues ? 
 
How to avoid fingerpointing from  
moral highground ? 
 
Which science ethics + practize matter?  
 
 



Transformational  
knowledge is only emerging 

• The time edge of scientific evidence  

– Time sovereignty: how long is long ? 

– Materiality: what actually matters to whom ? 

– Disrupture and continuity: how to make targets overlap 
policy cycles and economic loops ?   

 

• Advanced studies 

– Visioning needs processes 

– Transdisciplinarity is a tough challenge to r&d  

– Reading the signs of regulatory competitiveness 

 

 



Sourcing from science and society  

• Falsification is the spin.  
Preaching thruth is not 
adding to knowledge democracy   

 

• Governance in transition 

– Social responsibility  

– Inclusive agenda setting   

– Excellence / Transdisciplinarity 

 

• FONA, Advanced Studies and internat‘l coop.  
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Peer Review  
examplifies interface approach 

    



 
Thank you for your attention 
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